This exhibit seemed to involve many different companies in one way or another.  It was confusing, so I will see if I can pull it together a bit.  The following notes are a bit lengthy in part because of my trying to sort out this confusion.

Those involved include Hydroquebec Subsidiary TM4 (EV motors and related electronics], Lombardini (Italian Engine Maker), Hydroquebec Subsidiary Avestor (in a nearby booth, maker of advanced Lithium batteries), France's SVE (Societe' de Vehicules Electriques, a branch of France-based Aerospace Multinational Dassault). 


This news story in March did help to clarify things a bit for me. Not only is it very exciting that Hydroquebec and their collaborators seem to be very serious about making a highway capable EV by around 2006, but the next EVS 21 Symposium is in Monaco in Spring 2005, and that will provide a good chance to verify the progress of this effort. 

I have personally always had some hopes that Hydroquebec's efforts to make plug-in Vehicles are some of the most-real most-promising efforts. They're a well-financed large company, they're not based out of Detroit, and they have a very real financial incentive to make EVs. After all, they're an Electric Utility with too much product (electricity), and if they could put EVs into the hands of their customers, then this would help create more of a market for their product and help them increase their profits.

Text Summary of Video:

The engine pictured is a prototype of a sort of ideal “drop it in and you're ready to go” hybrid integration of engine, electronics, generator and maybe some transmission elements. As pictured, this prototype seems (unless I misunderstood) to offer to make simpler the task of putting together an HEV.... one could theoretically drop this product into a car and, with some advanced batteries and integration, be ready to do a very good no-fooling-around hybrid. 

Other points that made in the video:

* SVE is a French company which will be doing either Electric Vehicles or Electric Vehicles with range extenders (offering two options).

* Lombardini makes many different products, and has done a range-extender product before, but the integrated product in the picture is a prototype engine that includes everything you would need to drop into a car to do a range-extender... motor, generator, dc-to-dc converter, etc. 

* There is also something built into this such that the battery DC energy can be converted with their electronics to AC.

* This, it was said, is as close as you can get to an Electric Vehicle, without sacrificing Autonomy.

Text Summary of Further Conversation I had with the Representative:

*  
Lombardini established engine maker from Milan.  Chosen by SVE to provide range extender.

*
25 kW+15 = 40 kW Nominal

*
Plan is to use Avestor Battery

*
Designed to run mainly on the electric motor, and mostly for urban applications.  European Market considered ripe for this.

*
Engine is presently gasoline, not diesel.

*
TM4 is from Montreal.

